RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF EPISCOPAL HIGH SCHOOL
ACKNOWLEDGING THE SCHOOL’S
PRE-CIVIL WAR HISTORY AND CONNECTION TO SLAVERY

WHEREAS Episcopal’s mission of preparing young people with intellectual and moral courage calls
us to understand the entirety of our history such that students of today and tomorrow may understand
and learn from our past; '

WHEREAS this understanding must include a thorough grasp of our evolution from the antebellum
petiod to today — from an institution with direct ties to slavery to a highly diverse and inclusive
community committed to preparing students to lead and to serve in an increasingly complicated,
diverse and connected wotld;

WHEREAS the School has pursued a more complete understanding of the institution’s history and
has, in doing so, confirmed that over the course of the School's first twenty-two years — between its
founding in 1839 and the start of the Civil War in 1861 — the labor of enslaved men, women, and
children was employed at Episcopal;

WHEREAS the Board acknowledges with deep sorrow and profound regret the use of the lives and
labor of enslaved individuals to help build and sustain the School;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the School will pursue meaningful steps to honor
our duties as a community, always aspiring to integrity, respect, and care for one another;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that included in these steps, the School will honor and
commemorate the enslaved men, women, and children, who helped build and sustain Episcopal High
School in the 1839-1861 period in a meaningful, respectful, and lasting way; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of Trustees hereby requests that the Head of
School review academic courses, historical exhibits, and online histories of the School to ensure that
they are thorough and appropriately comprehensive.
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